1952 PRESEASON PROGNOSIS

The 1952 season shapes up as a repeat winner in the American League, the Fairfield Federals, and a major comeback in the National from the biggest disappointment of 1951, the Chicago Whales.  The Goshen Aces and Los Angeles Surfers, transplanted to the shores of Southern California from chilly Evanston, Illinois may have a few things to say about the pennant race but it will be an uphill fight for both.  Below is a team by team synopsis:

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Fairfield Federals
The same formula which worked so well in 1951 comes back for an encore.  Look for another standout season from Stan (the Man) Musial and for balls to consistently leave the park when Larry Doby and ageless Luke Easter step to the plate.  Third baseman Solly Hemus is an excellent table setter and the rest of the lineup is solid.  Mike (the Bear) Garcia, acquired in an off-season trade from the Surfers and Allie Reynolds lead a strong pitching staff.  The team could use a standout closer, but the starters are so good that it might not matter.  

Goshen Aces

The Aces are a shade below the Federals in both offense and pitching but if the Fairfield crew falters, they might well be able to squeeze into the playoffs.  Goshen lacks the superstars of the Federals, but they have a solid club with few real outs in the lineup.  Eddie Joost, a late addition, will provide decent defense at SS and an excellent lead off man.  The Goshen manager will earn his pay by cleverly manipulating a deep pitching staff which lacks a real workhorse.  Role players like Eddie Lopat and Dave Koslo will play a big part in any success enjoyed by the Goshen crew.  

Frankfort Fortress

Positions Three through Six are very close and even the Monarchs, picked for last, could rise in the standings with a few breaks.  This is probably a rebuilding year for the perennially contending Fortress, but they know how to win and could surprise.  The lineup will put a lot of men on base, but driving them home might be a problem.  They could have seven or eight hitters with double figure homers but may not have anyone with more than twenty.  Eddie (the Walking Man) Yost is always a good start to a batting order but he needs a lot of help.  The Fortress are similar to Goshen in that the pitching staff lacks an ace, but they do have a lot of depth which will have to be managed creatively.  

South River Rams

The Ram offense is a shade better than the Fortress, except for power, but the pitching staff is a bit below.  Jackie Robinson and Ted Kluszewski are the leaders of the team but they have several other good players such as Pee Wee Reese and Gene Woodling.  The pitching staff is decent but thin and they will need a lot of early season complete games to avoid burning out the bullpen when the dog days of August roll around.  The K boys (Kellner and Klippstein) must overachieve for the Rams to rise in the standings.  

Dayton Flyers

The Flyers are almost a carbon copy of the Rams, with the same strengths and weaknesses, only a few of the names have been changed to protect the innocent.  The big three of Berra, Hodges and Mitchell are back for another go round, but on the basis of spring training scouting reports, they will be hard pressed to duplicate the numbers put up in 1951.  The balance of the roster is filled with marginal role players but they dont add up to a contending team without an enormous amount of good luck.  The pitching staff is saddled with poor control, also known as the Curse of the Flyers.  Harry Byrd is the closest thing to an ace, but the team makes up in numbers what it lacks in quality as they break north with 20 hurlers on the potential active roster.

Rossville Hornets

The Rossville Nine are cursed with the worst offense in the division and probably the entire league.  Their team wide On Base Average might not exceed .300!  They will probably end the season with less than 75 team home runs and except for Minnie Minoso, no regular will hit much above .250.  Even the defense, usually the last refuge for a poor hitting team, is well below par.  However, the pitching staff is superb and contains several standouts such as Joe Dobson and Gerry Staley not to mention a spectacular rookie reliever, Hoyt Wilhelm.  The only problem is that Hoyt may not have many leads to protect.  

West Warwick Monarchs       
 The Kings are coming off several successful seasons, but 1952 is definitely not their year.  A combination of a mediocre offense and putrid pitching is not a recipe for a winning team.  Past stars such as Sid Gordon and Eddie Joost were dealt away in the off season for future consideration but it wont help this year.  Vic Wertz and Bobby Thomson could end up with half the homers for the entire team and will undoubtedly be pitched around constantly.  On the mound, Warren Spahn and Sal Maglie are almost alone as reliable pitchers and it will be a looong season.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Chicago Whales

The Orcas were the victim of bad luck and a shoddy bullpen in 1951 and finished a whopping 22 games out of first place.  However this is a new year and the Chicago crew is loaded!  They possess the best offense and best pitching staff in the division and only a major collapse will keep them out of the post season.  Even though the lineup boosts stars such as Ritchie Asburn, Hank Sauer and Del Ennis, the strength of the team is its depth.  The lineup is strong top to bottom and the bench outstanding.  Early Wynn and Ken Raffesnberger shape up as the staff aces but Murray Dickson will eat up a lot of innings and get his share of wins.  Reliever Al Brazle has promised to redeem his pitiful performance in 1951 with a standout year in 1952.        

Los Angeles Surfers

The former Evanston Trees succumbed to the siren song of Southern California and moved west in the off season.  The Los Angeles fans, hungry for the excitement only SPB II can provide, offered them a stadium deal and other inducements which were just too good to pass up.  The bitter Evanston fans rioted in the town square in protest but it didnt change anything.  All that aside, if anyone can catch the Whales it is the Surfers who enjoy a very good offense and excellent pitching staff.  Second year man Mickey Mantle is starting to come into his own and hell be assisted by seven year veteran Red Schoendist and outfielder Frankie Baumholtz.  Robin Roberts and Karl Drews are a good starting point for any pitching staff, but they have a lot of help, especially the dynamic bullpen duo of Joe Black and ageless Satchel Paige.

Brooklyn Bridge

Last years World Series champs have fallen on hard times.  They will have to fight to beat out the Comets for third place, not to mention challenging the Surfers and Whales.  The strength of last years team was a sensational pitching staff, but except for Vic Raschi and part timers Stu Miller & Preacher Rowe, this years staff is mediocre.  The offense, even in 1951, wasnt that great and this years version is no better.  Duke (the Mayor of Flatbush) Snider is just about the only player on the team who combines a good batting average with power.  The players who can drive the ball, such as Gus Bell and Dick Gernert, will struggle to bat .250 and high average hitters like Pete Runnels and Eddie Waitkus, will be lucky to have 5 homers between them.  

North Michigan Comets
The Comets finished second last year but may not make the first division in 1952.  Newly acquired slugger Ralph Kiner will help the offense, but he lacks any big time help and will be walked intentionally quite often.  Bob Nieman is a solid hitter but he hurts you in the field and the rest of the lineup is nondescript at best.  North Michigan does posses a fine pitching staff and any success they achieve this year will probably be the result of their hurlers.  The two Bobs (Shantz and Rush) are a formidable combo and Warren Hacker promises to be a superb swing man.   
Portland Beavers

The Beavers offense is a little better than the Comets but the pitching staff is worse and they could easily trade places in the standings or end up anywhere from third to seventh in the final standings.  Power is sadly lacking in the batting order and they will probably finish at or near the bottom of the league in home runs this season.  Hank Bauer is the only real long ball threat although Ferris Fain might end up in the top ten in both batting average and walks at the end of the season.  On the mound Bob Lemon will have to carry far too much of the load as no one else is in a position to be a solid regular rotation starter.  He could win 20 games with a better team but might just end the season with just as many losses due to lack of run support.  

Salzburg Bishops

The Prelates offense is a little worse than the Beavers and the pitching staff somewhat better, so they could easily swap slots in the final standings.  Last year they had the worst record in the league and will definitely be improved but not enough to compete, although they could squeeze into the first division.  With prized rookie Eddie Mathews, Walt Dropo and Andy Pafko they do posses a decent amount of power but the team BA & OBA will probably be well below par.  The loss of slugger Ted Williams to military service in the Korean police action will hurt a lot.  The pitching staff does possess a fine starting staff of Jim Hearn, Mel Parnell, Saul Rogovin & Max Surkont and the relief corps is adequate but they will have to work overtime to make up for the dearth of runs from the offense.

Evanston Elephants

You know who is bringing up the rear!  Except for a bit of power, the offense is woeful and the pitching staff among the leagues worst!  Not a recipe for success but there is always the 1953 draft and wait til next year!  The Pachyderms could boast three players (Al Rosen, Gus Zernial and Roy Campanella) with 25+ home runs each, but the question is will anyone be on base in front of them?  The infield decent is OK, but forget about it when we get to the outfield; they lack anything close to a legitimate center fielder and the cast of thousands who will play RF (Zernial is a fixture in LF) are brutal as well.  Long time ace Bob Feller is coming off a sore arm and will probably only be a shadow of his old self in 1952 and with 1951's 21-game winner Don Newcombe in the Army, the mound corps promises to be brutal.      

