Happy Trails Meets Superman
in ‘56 Series Surprise

From the shadows of the Aoy Hogers Mu-
ssum in High Desert California, the HIGH
DESEAT MAVERICKS and manager Mike
Cascarano emerged as the surprise winner
of the SPB | Western Division'56 pennant
raca with a solid B3-B5 mark.

Their reward? No, not an autngraphed
photo of Hoy and Dals, but an opportunity to
maest the fshled Supermen, disguised as the
FRANKFURT TIGERS of Gary Plunkitt.

Interviswed just days before the series
openar, pitting the Mavs’ Whitey Ford and
the Tigers’ John Antonelli at Yankse Sta-
dium, Plunkitt exuded confidence.

“Wa playad as wall on the road as wa did at
homs,” the Tigers’ skipper proclaimed.
However, using some waell-calculated
dliches, Flunkift indicated that anything
could happen in a short sertes. Ha was sspe-
clally surprised to be facing the upstart
Mavs, the pre-season pick by experts to fin-
igh in the lower eschalon of the left coast
contingent.

On the other hand, Cagcarano was plsased
with his full season results and would rely
on the comba of Ford and Ron Kiine and the
rallef hurling of Marv Grissom 1o combat the
new Murderers’ Row of Mickay Mantle, Gil
Hodges, Eddie Mathews and Duke Snider,
all 100+ ABI finishers. With final stats still
pending, Mantla set the HR record with
and counting.

The Tigers top 4 hurlars, Antonelll (23
wing), Tom Brewars (22}, Paul Foytack and
Jack Harshman helped lead the Frankfort

1845 AWARDS DINNER

A Laurel & Hardy handshaks to John Unga-
shick for his yeoman efiort in kesping us all
on track during the premiers edition of SPH 2
over the past six months. Jehnhad 1o sndure
numerous managerial faux pas and
temperments, lete disks and a myriad of
ather miscues.

MVP- Stan Musial

Cy Young- Dizzy Trout
Bating  Andy Pafko .368
Hhs Boy Cullenbine 34
REL RoyCullenbine 141
Runs: George Stirnwelss
Dixle Walker 128 ea.
Dizzy Trout 30
Orval Grove 18
Bill Voiselle 2.64

Wins
Losses::
EHA:

Commissioner’s
[Forum

Yau've probably alreedy noticed that soms-
thing iz drastically differant with this
month’s newsletter. Thanks to SPB's new
league editor, Lou Hoss, AHOUND THE
HORN is undergolng a change for tha batter.

Lou will be publishing the monthly tabloid,
an action which axempiifles the sharing
spirit of our league. So, hats ofi to Lou as he
undertakss this new role and kudos to John
Turnbull, John Ungashick and Dr. Diemond
for their literary efforts in making SPB 1&l]
great leaguss to be invalved in.

Remember, anyona is welcome to con-
trinute to the nsweletter. Send your prose
directly to our own Hemingway, Lou Hoss.

0f course, don't be surprised if Lou contacts
you for a future interview.

Jim Whealar

‘45 HOT STOVE REPORT

Judge Kanesaw Mountain diad on November
25, 1844 atage 7B...The Brooklyn Dodgers
have tavitad two black players, Terris McDuffis
and Dave Thomas i tryout for the

club. Senators’ Buddy Lawis racetves the
Dietinonished Fheing Oross H2 missisas over
the Burma Theatre. He is looking forward to his
tenure with the EVANSTON

ELEPHANTS..... There are 280 players with 4-
F status on 1845 major league rosters. ...No
recant ratirass ware slectsd to the Baseball Hall
of Fams, but an old-timers commitiss saleated
Jimmy Collins, Roger Bresnahan, Fred Clarks,
Dan Brouthers, Ed Delahanty, Hughie Jennings,
Mike Kelley, Jim 0'Hourks, Wilbert
Robinson and Hugh Duffy.. Micksy Grasse
escapes from a POW camp. He was held

club to a record 110 win saason. sincs 1942

$20000 704 22777202207 P 44 o7 PRPREP LY 24297 PRPPs PEPEORL NI
22722297 1020209942424%% 77 297 2% 92297022429 77 ¢2 74 2 79277 0222202778
122992999 72 0792977 % 77 77 1000099229094299909% 7% 27 77 0227222998
20202027 27 220070 22 27 . 2942497 77 727 7 24 7 H
pé Z /444 22 20044 0004800 2 < 4 < o H
45441 2 4 ps z XL R ’/ 4424 s 445
L pd ’P 4 P e P pé XL s o’y H
% 27 2/ 5555 % 4 % 5455525547 Y %% 9 :
5 355555055450554%% 5555553354 555555 s ¢ £55555555%%

79 27 727 2% 2924 29/ 12000205009992909999994942924 555759957 927 90994 27

P PPPY poss LY gy ré KA L XL R LLRRRRRRXREL L P POLLILIIPPPS CRRLR L KLLL R ¥
LA AL LLRELELLAARAL L (AL L L L LA (LA LL AL R L 44 44 L0 %27 PLRAARELLRNALLLLLLALR LR LL LS LI LT LLELL. CALALLARL RS AL ALLLL L CLLLL L, g a s
..... [4assdicadticlicdidasddediidedadadatsds Gheiadicsd R R e L AL LA L L LA C AL EaAEEEOAELELEE L




K|

Dr. : THE DOCTOR IN A TIME WARP

by STEVE EHRESMAN

On hiatus from his assignment in baseball's
Golden Age, the decada of the 5's, Dr.
Diamond, the sags of the information highway,
has landed in SPB’s version of baseball
purgatory, the 1845 season. Whers else can
one have a season with poor power, weak
pitching and shoddy fielding. Along with a one-
armed outfielder and a deef pitcher {The Dr. is
too palitically corrsct to stoop to the jokes that
you fellas have on your mind right now.}?

Tha answaer is of course, SPB 11-45. Ab, {ellow
enthustasts of diamond history, do not despair,
for deliverance is ciose at hand. The 1548
rookie draft is in July, a mere nine months
away!

After those magnificent ‘44 pennant races,
hotly contested battles among 4Fers, the Doctor
Is hesitant to predict the course of the '45 flag
chaces. Neverthaless, the Doctor is not paid to
be squeamish. Thus, as in all seasons past, the
al’ Doc will rush in whers angels fear to tread.
Hare are Dr. Diamond's pennant predictions,
along with his usual illuminating commentary.

EASTERN DIVISION

FRANKFORT FORTHESS: Typically, Mgr. Gary
Plunkitt, alias “The Creator,” is in the hunt
gftsr his usual first-year blues. Balance is the
key to the Wetnerville success. Youngsters
Andy Pafko and George Kall return lsaner and
hungrier. The mound corps, 1ad by Hank Wyse,
Dutch Leonard and newcomer Boo Ferriss, is
the backbone of the Fortress, which is also in
the running for the lsague’s worst nickname.

LAFAYETTE GOLD SOX: Unlike Mgr.
Ehresman’s '50s team, the Blua Sox, this
callaction of ballplayers has largely stayed at
home and not sarved as the farm club for the
shrewd Plunkitt, the Branch Rickey of SPB.
Vince [{Maggto, after a dismal ‘44, returns to
the G5ox outfield to supply speed, power AND
strikeouts. Two Georges, Case and the newly
acquired Stirnwetes should burn up the base
paths. Though solid, the pitching is not up to
the standards set by the Fortress or White Sax.
All that glistens is not gold. In the case of
Laiayetts, perhaps only a Fool's Gold.

BROOKLYN DODGERS: What an ariginal

nickname! The Doctor wonders how long Lou
“Mandrake” Ross spent thinking up this ons..
Oh wall, bassball is not a place, but a state nf
mind.. At lgast he did not name them the
Spawning Salmon. Tommy Holmes will put
on his hest Stan Musial act, walk away with
the MVP award, and lead an otherwise
medtocrs team further than they have any
business going.

OHIO REDBIADS: Manager Wheeler's Chaep
Squad has a chance to surprise. There is no
MVP calther plaver, but they do have a
number of solid parformers and two
spactacular hurlars: Joe Berry, the scourge of
*44 and Roger Walff, the foxy knucklshaller.
Alas, unless Plunkitt suffers a brain cramp (a
possibility}, Ehresman gets less from his
team than he should (ALWAYS a possibility),

or Hoss forgets his magical tricks (NEVER!), the
Landis-ltke Wheeler seems destined for 4th.

FAIRFIELD FEDERALS: "War! What is it good
for?” In the case of the Federals, war is a good
way to wreck a team. Good bye Stan the Man
and Hen Heltner. The Doctor would talk ahout

the quality of players the Federals have

returning, but this is a pennant foracast, nota
humor calumn. Thank goodnass for Nalg Potiar,
Allie Reynolds and first-round selection Al
Benton. Without tham, Fairfield might finish
somewhere in Lake Eris, wearing cement
avarshoas.

ROSSVILLE HORNETS: Babe Dahlgren, Mike

BE

Milosevich, Mike Garbark AND the immaortal
Skeeter Webb.. Doss not this say it all, sports
fans? The Hornets (more like the Gnats) do
have one of the 1sague’s very best, however:
Hal “A Tiger in His Tima" Newhousar.
Somehow, Mgr. Byan will scrape together a
pitching staff out of his leftovers and will,
much to the chagrin of the West Warwick
Maonarchs, sscape the cellar in the East.

WEST WARWICK MONARCHS: Is this the
Manarchs as in Emparors or as in hutterflies?
Talk about Insing a team to the militery.
Would you believe Bobby Doarr, Pinky
Higgins, Thurm Tucksr, Al "He slud into
Third” Zarilla and Clyde Shoun. Nevertheless,
this team has a future as soon as it is “over,
over thers” and Bohby et 8l come marching
home again. In the meantime, Dixie Walker,
Claude Passsau and Dizzy Trout will do their
hest to hald off the explosive Hornets,

WESTERN DIVISION

ANTELOPE VALLEY MARAUDERS- In
addition to being the runner-up in the Or.’s
contest for worst nickname in SPB, Mgr.
Cascarano’s Marauders are ready to run
amuck over the rest of the division, if not the
lsague. Aoy Cullenbine, the West's answer o
Stan Musial in ‘44, is surrounded by a cast of
good hitters, such as Wally Moses and Jimmy
Wagdsll and a corps of fine hurlars, which
added rookie Vic Lombardi, the icing on the
cake. You cannot touch what you eannot see
and by the middle of the season, the
Marauders should be invisihle and
untouchable io all, except maybe the Evanston
Elsphants.

EVANSTON ELEPHANTS: Iohn Ungashick
has a had habhit of finishing runner-up to sume -
pratty geod teams. Unfortunatsly, “Long John”
shows no signs of changing his behavior. The
White Elephants are a good team. Witness
their excellent pitching stalf of Steve Gromek,
Nick Strincevich (sounds like a musical
instrument, no? And playing that strincevich,
the maestro of resonant run productton,
Johann Sebastian Ungashick), the Killer B's
{Bevens, Bonham and Butcher), AND fresh
out of the armed forces (get 1t?), Rapid Robert
Feller. Yes, if one adds Augie Galan and
Whitey Rurowski, this is a VERY good team.
Good enough for a distant second.

{Continued on page 3)
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CHICAGD WHALES: After making quite a
splash by winning the ‘44 World Seriss,
the Orcas are back, ready to maks a ot of
teams misarable in '45. Howsver, Mgr.
Falduto will have to adjust tn @ new rala
this season, also ran. Despits an explosiva
outftald of Jeff Heath, Luis Oimo and Goody
Rosen, the Humpbacks are only average
fish in the large Wastern ccean.

CHICAGO WHITE SUX: I{ pitching is
anywhare irom 75-80% of the gams, the
Sox will walk away with the West. If,
hawever, good hitting counts, the Sox will
spend a great deal of ima looking up at
the Maraudars. st al. Preachar Ras, Bch
Muncrief, Jack Kramer, Jesse Flores and
Hank Borawy are enough to crack sven
the sesmingly impervious Fortress staff.
But, since Walkar Coopar will ba very
limited and Hon Northey plays for Uncls
Sam, Bob Elliot will need to shouldar most
of the offensa. Too bad for Mgr. Papp.

EVANSTON THEES: Thers is a naw team
in the town Evanston, homs of the

(in) famous Northwsstern Mildcats. The
best ona can say about the Tress is their
first round selection, Aed Schoendienst.
Hed will not win them a pennant in *45. In
fact, Red may not even secure a winning
season. The Saplings have litile hitting
astde from veteran Mal Ott, whils their
pitching staff boasts of a solid oak or two,
surrounded by a pila of ashes. Not this
year, Daciducus Don.

HOSSMOOR BEARS: This is not much of & .

team. Oh yes, they selected Ken Burkhart
to assist vet hurlsr Bucky Walters, but
the staff is unimpressive once an
opponent gets past thase two Ursa Majors.
Whitey Lockman, alias Bahy Bear, is a
good looking hittar, though limited. Bob
Johnson, Johnny Rucker and slow-footed
Ernis Lombardi ars the thras Bears who
supply most of the sock. All things
considered, it probably will not be enough
for contention. When Papa Bear Bob asks,
“Wha's been beating up my team?” ths
answer will be “Just ahout everybody in
the Wast.” Maybe even Goldilocks.

GLENDALE ACRONS: At last. The

Goldilocks of the West. Surs, the Acorns
have Hank Greenbarg for a few gamas.
They also have a fina first sacksr in Phil
Cavarstta, though Mgr. Zaleski sacrificed
his pitching staff to obtain him. To cloud
the mound picturs further, Tax Hughson
and Gord Maltzharger donned military
khaki. If iny Acorns someday grow into
mighty oaks, Bendals has something to
look forward to with great anticipation.
Until then, Mgr. Z must settls for having
the league’'s warst team In the lsague’s
best division.

‘Wall, SPBers, the Doctor has discharged
his dutiss until the SPB-1-5B season is
ovar. Before he leaves you dazzled,
thoughtiul, or just plain pissed off, the
Doctor wants to make a coupls of remarks
sbout the nearly-completed *5B season.
First, the FRANKFORT TIGERS: SNARL!
SNAP! CHUNCH! (the sounds of hones
being snapped and flash heing torn,
pleasa). Next, the rest of the lsagua: Lousy
PITCHING! LOUSY PITCHING! LOUSY
PITCHING! (Just ask Warran Spahn, or
whoaver the hell is doing a bad
impersanation of him for Tom Faldute's
Saxons.).

Whatever happens, fallow gamers, whether
in PTP or in that nearly-extinet thing we
call "real” basehall, lat us ba grateful this
Thanksgiving for the memories wa possess
of transistor radios, endless summsr
afternoons and REAL ballpleyers called
Willie, Micksy and Duks.

400000000000 000
RENT THIS SPACE:
PUT YOUR TRADE

QFFER FIERE & ¢

‘45 THADE HEGISTER

14, hORNETS trade Snuity Strinweiss & Mike Guerrs for to
GOLD 50X for Tommy Brown, Emil Verban and Danny
Gardella.

15. WHALES send Hersh Martin to ELEPHANTS for Hy
Vandebberg and Hal Wagner.

16. WHALES deal Oscar Grimes to HORNETS for #3 pick
and Jim Tabar.

17. REDBIADS swap Nap Reyes to GOLD 50X for Johnny
Lazor.

168. WHITE 50X move Phil Cavaretta, Lenny Merullo amd

Jim Bucher to ACDANS far Hank Borowy, Bob Muncriet
and Jog Hoaver.

19, FORTRESS trade Pete Gray to ELEPHANTS for Ed
Sauer,

20. THEES send Ray Schaik to WHALES for Jack Tobin

21. ELEPHANTS trade Charlie Head to WHALES for Walt
Wilson

Z2. MONARCHS trade Alex Carrasquel to WHALES for Tex |
Kraus and Hal Wagner.

23 ELEPHANTS swap Hod Lisenbee to MONARCHS for
Frank Orews

24. FEOERALS send Lou Hletn to FORTRESS for Bill Nagel.

Cryptic messages bagan creeping across the
Editor’'s Desk in mid-Novembar, first on
Prodigy, then lats-night phone calls and then
via INTEANET. Harmlass at first, but it
eppeared the US Intslligence Agency was up
to something.. Dur own John Turnbull,
statisticlan extraordineirs, had his phone
number changed. His new, TOP SECAET,
CLASSIFIED number is 402-734-3211. O,

EOTTY.

Than, in an apparent mova to quell any
renawal of the Korean Crisis, or at least
provide a substitute for Radar 0°Heilly, John
called to say he is being transferred to Kores
in July for ona year. During that tims, the
opposing managers in SPB 11 will be working
with John's manager profilss and finally, the
Nebraska Knights may wind up with a
winning recard.

During his absence, John will be working on
putting together an SPB ENCYCLOPEDIA.




At least the first two rounds! Andy
Langert will host the January 14, 1995
draftfest in Downer’s Grove. Those who
will not be in attendance will once again
follow the telephone ring-call- pick pro-
cess or provide a draft List.

Here is the order of the first two rounds.
The remaining rounds will be set in re-
verse order of finish which will be deter-
mined once final stats are compiled.
********HDUND 1********

1-Rifles

2-Knights

3-Cascades

4-Blue Sox

5-Bluebirds

B-Flyers

7-Falcons

8-Saxons

8-Black Sox

10-Grays

11-Minors

12-Cubs

13-W5S Losar

14-WS Winner

********HDUNB a********

1-WS WINNER

2-W5 LOSER

3-Bifles

4-Bluebirds

S-Flyers

6-Knights

7-Minors

B-Cascades

9-Blue Sox

10-Cubs

11-Falcons

12-Black Sox

13-Saxons

14-Grays

i
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Beginning immadiately plsase
report ALL THADES, for bath
SPB I & II to Gary Plunkitt who
has volunteard to handls this
additional responsibility to his
ather administrative tasks.

Trades may now be reported
EITHER via phone or in writing.

Prior to draft day, all menagers
will receive an updated iist of
draft order which will reflact off-
season trades.

Each 5PB [ manager should
hava recelved a 1856-57
Protected list. This list must be
raturned, along with the $30.00
annual dues to Jim Whealer by

December 14, 1984,

Teams which finished balow
.500 in *55 may protect only 18
players. Those over the .500
mark can protect 19 and the two
pennant winners may kesp 20
warm bodies on the roster.

poaoang

NEXT ISSUE
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‘97 ROOKIES - Is Roger a
"Gure Thing” @ #17777

‘45 - Month One
Feedback on Editor's
questions

Were ‘5B stats really
distorted?

Much mare.....

It was definitely fun putting togsther
ABDUND THE HOBN in its new formst.

Jim Wheeler and [ had discussed the fact that
many of ths rscent issuss had bscome, by
necessity, administrative logs. Do this, do
that, don't forget. | jumped at the opportunity
to incorporate those details into not only a
fact shest, but an interasting read.

It also gives me a chanca to get more in-
volved with the league in addition to tha ac-
tual games. | look forward to your input on a
regular basis and thus, will accept any sub-
missions.

Since we all grew up in the era of "When It
Was a Gams,” | thought we could run a
piece in each issue wherby wa each reflact
upon what it was lika going to the ballpark
as kids, our memories and the sensations
that come back nowadays only in flash-
backs.

I'l kick off "Reflsctions™ next month about
my days at Ebbets Field and that great era of
New York City basaball,

We can also use the newslstter as a sound-
ing board/ {orum for issues pertaining to our
lsague, PTP and improvements or changes
we'd like to see in both.

Should we change our calsndar to allow for
mora play mid-month, especially when bath
leagues run at ths same ime? Would a
two-waek trading period from the end of the
season until we submit our protected lists re-
sult in less clutter on draft day and permit
more creative player movement?

Lst me know. Good luck. LIA




