1993 N.L. PREVIEW
N.L. EAST
This looks like a dogfight for the title.  The four teams are ranked 4-7 in team e.r.a. and all rank in the lower half of team OPS.  Looks like 85 or 86 wins could be enough to grab the flag.  I’m going to pick a ranked finish but I could just draw names out of hat and have the same chance of success.  Anyway, here goes—1.Birmingham  2.New Jersey  3.Niskayuna  4.Atlantic City
BIRMINGHAM

STRENGTHS-A good offensive corps led by sluggers Salmon and Palmer.  There’s lots of at bats and good quality hitters with no weak point amongst the starters.  Ben McDonald is a legitimate #1 starter.
WEAKNESSES-Offensive bench and bullpen are suspect.

OVERALL-The rotation at first glance seems weak but Watson and Leiter are good starters despite high era’s.  In another division they would struggle but here in the NL East they’re a contender.

NEW JERSEY
STRENGTHS-Mark Grace has a fine year and Iron Man Ripken is steady at short.  The rotation lacks stars but is a decent one.
WEAKNESSES-Lack of team power.  Bullpen is pretty thin.

OVERALL-For a team that won 68 games in 92 just reaching .500 would be a marked improvement.  There is enough talent here compete in this division.
NISKAYUNA
STRENGTHS-Tartabull and White have star years.  Smoltz and Tapani are a very good 1-2 in the rotation.  X.Hernanez and Montgomery are studs in the pen.

WEAKNESSES-Catcher and Shortstop on the offensive side.  The rest of the rotation and the pen are suspect.

OVERALL-Despite the star turns from several players the overall quality of the team will make it struggle to reach .500

ATLANTIC CITY
STRENGTHS-Palmiero and Biggio are joining the pantheon of the stars.  Rogers and Hentgen are a fine 1-2 in the rotation.
WEAKNESSES-The rest of the pitching staff offers little support.  Yount in CF is winding down the career.  Disarcina is a liability at SS.  Who’s on third?

OVERALL-Very similar to the MicroMets.  Beyond the stars there are a few decent players in the support cast but probably not enough to compete for the playoffs.

NL CENTRAL

Hitting will probably decide this division.  Anaheim, Cedar Rapids and Cleveland are all just over the league average marks in team pitching.  The big difference come with the offense where Cedar Rapids is 4th in team OPS, Cleveland 9th and Anaheim 23rd.  Kansas has some bright spots on offense but their pitching has too many holes.  The new kid Michigan will have expansion growing pains.  Prediction-1.Cleveland  2.Cedar Rapids  3.Anaheim  4.Kansas  5.Michigan
CLEVELAND

STRENGTHS-Daulton, Belle and M.Vaughn are an awesome L-R-L trio in the heart of the order.  Walker heads a superb supporting cast.  Wells and Deshaies are a fine lefty 1-2 punch in the rotation.

WEAKNESSES-The starting pitching after the big 2 could have some rough sledding.  Bullpen has few bright spots.

OVERALL-Will compete for the divisional crown with a big offense.
CEDAR RAPIDS

STRENGTHS-Lofton is the top or the order sparkplug while Olerud does the heavy lifting in the middle.  Plantier can crush the ball.  Henke is a premiere closer.  Roger Clemens.

WEAKNESSES-Top three starters are much weaker than the 4&5 guys.  Offensive depth probably not enough to keep up with Cleveland.
OVERALL-Will compete but may not have enough horses to finish first.

ANAHEIM

STRENGTHS-Justice is the big man on offense and there are plenty of good hitters to help him.  Finley and Kile are very good starter.  L.Smith is a real deal closer.

WEAKNESSES-Bottom of the rotation will take it’s lumps.  Smith doesn’t have enough help in the pen.

OVERALL-If their pitching can come up with a few surprises they may compete.  

KANSAS

STRENGTHS-Baerga and Griffey are young studs.  Gooden has some life left.

WEAKNESSES-The overall situation in the rotation doesn’t look good.  The pen is weak other than Charlton and Cox.
OVERALL-The team should put plenty of runs on the board but their pitching is not enough to get them over the .500 mark.

MICHIGAN
STRENGTHS-Young and Sheffield will excite the new fanbase and they will get decent support from the rest of the cast.

WEAKNESSES-Starting pitching is the worst in the NL.  They are an expansion team.

OVERALL-Decent core of young players gives hope for the future.

NL WEST

Pitching is the name of the game in the NL West.  All four teams are in the top 8 in overall team pitching WHIP and all are in the top 10 in team pitching OPS.  And that’s in the whole organization not just the NL.  There’s probably more good starting pitching than any other two divisions combined.  Bring your bats when you come out west!
Which offense shines the best should win the division.  Prediction-1.Gray’s Harbor  2.Red Bluff  3. Frisco  4.Kitsilano
GRAY’S HARBOR

STRENGTHS-Molitor has a spectacular season and his mates offer plenty of support for run producing.  Avery,Martinez,Arocha and Osborne are a good L-R mix in the rotation.  Ward is an awesome closer.

WEAKNESSES-Bullpen is short on depth.

OVERALL-If the pen doesn’t collapse this team will take the crown or a wildcard.

RED BLUFF

STRENGTHS-Boggs will get on base for Gant and McGriff to have plenty rbi’s.  Benes, Cone, Fernandez and Cooke are a solid 1-4 in the rotation.
WEAKNESSES-No true closer.

OVERALL-Starters will rule, the offense should put up some runs.  The real question is will the pen come along for the ride.

FRISCO

STRENGTHS-Gilkey, Greenwell, Bichette and Galarraga are a top notch four cylinder drive for the offense. Darwin has a stud season.  Sanderson, Moyer and Hill are solid behind him.
WEAKNESSES-The bottom of the will struggle to get on base and hit for power.

OVERALL-The starters will drive the car with the help of the big four hitters.  The question here is will the rest follow.

KITSILANO

STRENGTHS-Langston, Burkett, Drabek, Key and Belcher are the best 1-5 rotation in the universe.  Bagwell is an emerging superstar.

WEAKNESSES-There’s a big lack of power.

OVERALL-Expect a lot of 2-1 and 3-2 games as the offense will scrap for runs all year.  Al Lopez would love this team.

PLAYOFF PREDICTION

ROUND 1

Wildcard team Red Bluff defeats Central champ Cleveland 4-2.

West Champion Gray’s Harbor bounces Birmingham 4-1
NL CHAMPIONSHIP

In the Battle of the West Gray’s Harbor takes a 4-3 series dominated by the starters.

1993 WORLD SERIES

AL Champ Quigley meets NL Champ Gray’s Harbor.  In another 7 game series the Q’s bring back the pennant to the AL by besting the Rivers.
